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, 4. In short, the duty of bringing up and
educating the child with a view of helping
him to become an efficient, intelligent and
prudent citizen, rests with the State, and
the State must be made to fulfil it. It
no longer depends on the capacity or
willingness of the parents.

Some great thinkers and educationalists,
such as Spinoza, have maintained that the
Government will, if it controls the education
of the nation," aim to restrain, rather than
develop the energies of men/' Kant also
noticed the same difficulty.

The function of education, in the eyes
of a dominant class, is to produce skilled
but obedient men, as distinguished from
self-thinking and self-reliant men. This
theory presupposes the predominance of a
particular class in the governance of the
nation. Democratic ideals of government
bar any such assumptions. The Imperial
British Government has pledged itself to
the development of responsible government
on democratic lines in India. Our own
ideal is the same. It may be that, so long
as we do not get full responsible government,
national education will more or less be under
the thumb of the dominant class, but theii
the remedy lies mostly in our own hands.